
Wind Speed & Direction 
Wind speed. A combination of long/short barbs and pennants indicate the speed of the wind in 
station weather plots rounded to the nearest 5 knots. Calm wind is indicated by a large circle 
drawn around the skycover symbol. 

One long barb is used to indicate each 10 knots with the short barb representing 5 knots. At 50 
knots, the barbs changes to a pennant. For wind speeds higher than 50 knots, long and short 
barbs are used again in combination with the pennant(s). (See examples below.) 

  

Wind FROM 340° 
(NNW) 

Wind FROM 040° 
(NE) 

Wind FROM 190° 
(S) 

   

The wind direction is indicated by the long shaft. The shaft will point to the 
direction FROM which the wind is blowing. The direction is based upon a 36-point compass. 
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